INTRIGUES

together with Eulenburg's attack, took such a hold on my
nerves that I once more fell seriously ill. I sent the
Emperor an answer by Roon, to the effect that I could not
propose to him a successor for Eulenburg without having
previously gained the assurance that the person in ques-
tion would accept the appointment. I had considered
Bennigsen a suitable person, and sounded his views, but
my overtures had not been received in the manner which
I had expected, and I was therefore convinced that I could
not propose him as minister. The ungracious condemna-
tion conveyed to me in his Majesty's letter compelled me
to renew the resignation which I had offered in the spring.
This correspondence took place during the last days of
1877, and mY fresh illness began during New Year's
night.

In answer to Roon's letter, the Emperor replied to me
that he had been deceived about the position of affairs,
and desired me to regard his last letter as not written.
These events of themselves precluded my treating any
further with Bennigsen; but I did not think it for our
political interest to acquaint the latter with the judgment
expressed by the Emperor on his person and candidature.
Although the matter was, in my mind, definitely termi-
nated, I allowed it to appear outwardly in suspenso; next
time I was in Berlin, Bennigsen took the initiative, with a
view to bringing the matter, which he regarded as still
unsettled, in friendly fashion to a negative conclusion.
He asked me in the parliament building whether it was
true that I was trying to introduce the tobacco monopoly,
and on my answering in the affirmative, he said that in
that case he must decline his co-operation as minister.
Even then I did not inform him that as early as the New